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Decision and Action log 
 
TEAM DEVON (LOCAL OUTBREAK ENGAGEMENT BOARD)  
 
Date Thursday, 19 January 2023 
 
Present 
Councillor John Hart (Chair), Councillor James McInnes, Councillor Andrew Leadbetter, Steve Brown, Kate Lindsell, Simon Fishwick 
Councillor Bob Dead, Hannah Reynolds, Sean Mackney, Sue Wilkinson, Tom Holmes, Anthony Fitzgerald (substitute), Rebecca Walker 
 
Also present: Councillor Alistair Dewhirst 
 
In attendance (officers): Simon Chant, Tony Parker, Karen Strahan, Andrew Yendole and Julia Jones 
 
Apologies 
Councillor Roger Croad, Diana Crump, Tony Gravett and Sarah Wollaston 
 
No. Decision/Action/Message Who will action? When?  

84.  Notes of the Previous Board Meeting - 22 September 2022 
The notes of the previous Board meeting on 22 September 2022 were endorsed. 
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85.   Urgent Items from the Health Protection Board 
The Director of Public Health advised that there were no urgent items for 
escalation from the Health Protection Board.  

  

     
86.   Report / Presentation from the Health Protection Board 

The Board received an update from the Health Protection Board (HPB) on current 
issues, data and matters for information.  
  
The Director of Public Health informed the meeting that the next HPB meeting was 
on 31 January, and it was probable a decision would be made to pause Board 
meetings for the immediate future with the understanding that it would be stood up 
again if required.  
  
Other matters included in the presentation were as follows: 
  

• information from the Coronavirus local dashboard for Devon. The headline  
figures showed that around one in 24 people in the wider SW area currently  
had Covid-19. 

• 96 patients in Devon hospitals currently had Coronavirus with 6 deaths in the 
County registered in the last week mentioning Covid-19 on the death 
certificate.  

• Infection date from the ONS survey showed that positive tests were falling 
since the Christmas period which was in line with data showing a decline of 
people in hospital since that time. 

• National data regarding flu reported a peak in the week before Christmas 
with a decline after and it was noted that levels were similar to those pre-
pandemic albeit that the peak was a little earlier than in previous recent 
years.  
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•    Demand on NHS 111 calls about colds and flu also highlighted a similar 
pattern and hospital admissions relating to flu had increased during that time 
but they were also now reducing.  

  
Further discussion included: 
  

• Recognition of the impact of these viruses on hospital staff and on staff 
sickness which had impacted on the ability to discharge patients. Bed 
closures were also a result of the increased levels of flu and Covid-19 during 
this period.  

• There was continued international surveillance of Coronavirus and the 
different strains coming into the UK although the current vaccines seemed to 
be doing a good job of tackling these.  

  
The Board noted the position.    
  
The dashboard pages were available here:  
UK summary: UK Summary England Summary | Coronavirus (COVID-19) in the UK 
(data.gov.uk) 
Devon Dashboard: Coronavirus dashboard and data in Devon - Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) 
Interactive Map: Interactive map of cases | Coronavirus in the UK (data.gov.uk)  

     
87.   Local and National Updates 

The Director of Public Health informed members that the UK Health Security 
Agency had a Covid Contingency Plan which responded to changes to variant rates 
and monitored these closely to help with preparations and to understand the 
implications. There was no expectation on local areas to do this unless any serious 
changes took place.  

  

 

https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/
https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-in-devon/coronavirus-data/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-in-devon/coronavirus-data/
https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/interactive-map/cases
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88.   Public Questions / Other Questions for the Board 
There were no questions.  

  

  
 

  
 

89.   Key Messages to be Communicated 
The Board and Head of Communications and Media considered the key messages 
coming from the meeting.  
  
These were to continue to encourage people to ensure they were up to date with 
Covid and flu vaccinations and the Council was working with NHS colleagues to 
promote this message as well as encouraging the public to be responsible and stay 
at home when ill to prevent viruses spreading.  

  

  
 

  
 

90.   Future of the Local Outbreak Engagement Board 
It was agreed to hold one more meeting in late March / early April and then stand 
down the Board, with the knowledge it could be reconvened if necessary. 

  

  
 

  

 


